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Access Device

Will I be able to do my usual activities?

For about 1 week after your port is placed:
•	 Avoid strenuous activities that put pressure on 

or stretch your neck and chest areas.
•	 Do not get the area wet

 
Are there any risks from 
getting a port?

As with all medical procedures, there are some 
risks. The most common problems after placing a 
port are as follows:
•	 Bleeding
•	 Infection
•	 Malfunction

 
There are other less common risks. Your doctor 
will talk with you about these risks before your 
procedure. Please make sure to ask any questions 
you have, so that you know what to expect.
 
Can the port be removed?

Yes. We will remove the port:
•	 When you no longer need it.
•	 If the catheter does not work right, cannot 

be fixed easily, and needs to be replaced. This 
happens very rarely.

•	 If you get a serious infection at the port site, 
catheter site, or in your bloodstream.

Interventional and Vascular Consultants is a 
comprehensive medical practice specializing in 
minimally invasive endovascular solutions to 
diagnose and treat diseases of the blood vessels. Our 
unique approach to vascular care is recognized for its 
commitment to clinical excellence and outstanding 
patient satisfaction.

The minimally invasive techniques used by vascular 
and interventional radiologists often replace open 
surgical procedures because there are no large 
incisions, less risk, reduced pain, and shorter recovery 
times for patients. Our state-of-the-art endovascular 
suites are equipped with the newest devices to assist in 
performing minimally invasive procedures.

How to make an appointment:
Physician Referrals
Call or fax a request to our office. Please include any 
pertinent X-rays, labs and chart notes you have. These 
will be reviewed and a consultation appointment will 
be scheduled with your patient. We can provide your 
office with referral forms as well.

Patient Direct Referrals
Call or email inquiry. We will review your inquiry. 
We may ask for additional information prior to a 
consultation appointment to assure that we can 
provide the care you are seeking.    

Available for Consultation in Wilsonville

Treatment is available at our outpatient center in 
Wilsonville and at the following hospital locations: 
Legacy Emanuel, Legacy Meridian Park, Legacy Mt. 
Hood and Legacy Salmon Creek.

Wilsonville Office
25030 SW Parkway Avenue, Suite 200

Wilsonville, Oregon 97070

Monday – Friday, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Phone: 503.612.0498  |  Fax: 503.459.0521

www.ivcnorthwest.com  |  info@ivcnorthwest.com
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What is a Port-A-Cath?

A port-a-cath consists of a reservoir (the port) 
and a tube (the catheter). The port is implanted 
under the skin in the upper chest. It may appear 
as a bump under the skin in thin patients, but 
less visible in patients with some subcutaneous 
fat. The catheter runs in a tunnel under the skin, 
going over the collarbone and then enters the large 
vein in the lower neck (the internal jugular vein). 
Since it is completely internal, swimming and 
bathing is not a problem. The septum of the port 
is made of a special self-sealing silicone rubber. It 
can be punctured up to one thousand times and 
therefore can be used for many years.
 

Why do I need a Port?

Ports are very useful for giving medicines directly 
into a vein over a long period. They are better than 
intravenous (IV) line for the following reasons:
•	 A port can stay in place for months or even 

years, if needed.
•	 Certain drugs cannot be given through a 

standard IV, but they can be given through 
a port.

•	 Ports have a lower risk of infection over time 
than IVs, or other devices that stick out 
through the skin.

•	 You will not need needle sticks to get blood 
samples or access your blood for treatments.  
These things can be done through the port.

 

How are Ports used?

Ports are accessed by using a special needle 
through the skin that covers the port reservoir. 
The port lets your care team:

•	 Deliver antibiotics, chemotherapy, or blood 
products

•	 Remove blood samples for testing in the lab
 
How is a Port Implanted?

The procedure to implant a port is performed 
using imaging guidance (ultrasound and x-ray). 
The actual procedure takes about 30 minutes. The 
physician will make a small skin incision, 3cm 
long, on the chest wall for the port pocket and 
a 5mm nick in the lower neck to enter the vein. 
Absorbable sutures are used for the chest wound 
and are buried under the skin. 
 

Typically you can go home 1-2 hours following 
the procedure, when you have recovered from the 
sedation. You should arrange to have someone 
take you home after the procedure.
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